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Letter of Intent for an Agreement between Istituto Nazionale di
Astrofisica and Earthquake Research Institute, the University of
Tokyo

Tokyo will sign a letter of intent for an agreement concerning academic and research

cooperation focused on the elementary particle imaging technique called muography
on November 8, 2016 at the Embassy of Italy, Tokyo. Interdisciplinary collaboration
between elementary particle physics and geophysics has led to outstanding
achievements in volcano muography. This new interdisciplinary collaboration with
astrophysics is a prerequisite step as we work towards the development of a practical
tool for volcano eruption prediction. In particular, Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica will
strengthen existing volcano muography capabilities with a high-energy gamma-ray
telescope called "ASTRI SST-2M" in Etna. This agreement will generate a synergistic
effect for both of the institutions, and with this cooperation it is expected that muography
observation technology will evolve.

I stituto Nazionale di Astrofisica and Earthquake Research Institute, the University of

On November 8, Dr. Corrado Perna, Chief Policy Officer of the Istituto Nazionale di
Astrofisica (on behalf of the President of INAF, Prof. Nichi D'Amico), and Prof.
Kazushige Obara, the director of Earthquake Research Institute, the University of Tokyo,
will sign this document at the Embassy of Italy in Tokyo.



