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SOUTH AFRICA – ITALY 
JOINT SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH COOPERATION 

CALL FOR JOINT PROJECT PROPOSALS 
 

CLOSING DATE:  28 February 2014 
 
Background 
 
Within the framework of the Agreement of Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the Government of Italy and the 
Republic of South Africa signed during January 1998, and implemented during February 2000,  the Directorate General for Country 
Promotion (Economy, Culture and Science) – Unit for Scientific and Technological Cooperation of the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and the South African Department of Science and Technology herewith invite proposals for joint projects between South 
Africa and Italy.  
 
 
Areas of Cooperation 
 
Projects may be submitted in the following priority research areas of cooperation: 

- Physics, Astrophysics and Radio-Astronomy  
- Information and Communication Technology  
- Biotechnology 
- Nanotechnology and New Advanced Materials  
- Medicine and Health 
- Green and Renewable Energy and Environment  

 
 
1. Projects for Exchange of Researchers 

 
Duration of projects  
 
The projects will be supported for a maximum of three years: 2014-2016 and funding will be paid in annual instalments. 
 
Who may apply?  
 
South Africa: This call is open to working researchers residing in South Africa and affiliated with a recognised higher education or 
research institution such as a university, university of technology or science council. An application must designate two principal 
investigators, one in South Africa and one in Italy, who will bear the main responsibility for the project, including its technical and 
administrative coordination as well as scientific and financial reporting. The South African applicant must be in possession of at 
least a Master’s degree (preferably a PhD). Preference will be given to projects that involve industrial counterparts, benefit from 
third parties’ funding (such as public or private research institutes and organizations) and/or take part in multilateral research 
programmes. 
 
How do I apply? 
 

- South African Applicants can apply by following the steps below: 
 
Applications must be submitted through an online application process to the National Research Foundation (NRF) by accessing 
the link: https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/.  

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
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No hard copies will be accepted and will automatically be disqualified by the NRF. Only applications endorsed by the 
research office or its equivalent at higher education or research institutions will be accepted.  

 

- For the Italian Party, only applications endorsed by the Director, the President or the Rector (in case of Universities) 
according to the internal procedures of the Research Centre/University will be accepted. 

 
Procedures applicable to Italian researchers: The Italian coordinator must prepare and submit her/his proposal exclusively 
through the dedicated web-interface reachable here:   http://web.esteri.it/pgr/sviluppo. 
 
Any inquire about the present call can be sent to: dgsp.ust2@esteri.it  

 

The onus is on the applicant to find their own research partner. Proposals must be received in both South Africa and 
Italy. Proposals which have only been received in either South Africa or Italy, but not both, will not be considered for 
funding. The call process is highly competitive; therefore submission of an application does not guarantee funding. The 
availability of funds and the evaluation of applications from both countries should be positive for them to be considered 
for funding. The NRF will not be held responsible for non-submission, administration or evaluation of the application in 
the partner country. 

 

* Italian submission (also refer to additional notes at the end of the document):  

Each researcher may submit one project only; the submission of a proposal as a joint research project (according to the point 1 of 
this Call related to projects for exchange of researchers) excludes the possibility for the project coordinator of the same project to 
apply for funding under point 2 of this Call (significant bilateral projects). 

 
Which activities may be funded? 
 
Within the project, the following activities may be funded:  
- Exchange study visits of researchers; 

 
Funding Modalities 
 
For the South African Side, funding will be available exclusively for researcher mobility. The sending party will be responsible for 
financing international travel costs and medical insurance. The receiving party will be responsible for accommodation and 
subsistence of the foreign visitors. The total length of stays within the partner country per project shall not be longer than 30 days, 
and may be financed annually within the limits of the available annual resources.  
 
Researchers can apply for a maximum of R450 000 (R150 000 per year). Note that a commitment to reporting annually on both 
scientific and financial aspect of the project is required, followed by a final report upon project completion. This is an obligatory 
condition of funding.  
 
Note that applicants will be funded only for the activities within the scope of the guidelines should they be successful. 
 
It is highly recommended that students should be afforded the opportunity for exchange visits under this programme. 
 
 
For the Italian side, projects may be financed yearly within the limits of the available annual resources. 
 
For each project, funding will be available as follows: 
 

1 short-term stay (up to 10 days) and  

1 long-term stay (up to 30 days) 

The Italian Party will pay the international travel expenses to researchers holding Italian nationality (or an EU nationality and 

resident in Italy) and will provide: 

http://web.esteri.it/pgr/sviluppo
mailto:dgsp.ust2@esteri.it
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a contribution of 93 Euro per day for short-term stay towards accommodation expenses in Italy to researchers holding South 

African nationality (or an EU nationality and resident in South Africa) and a lump-sum contribution up to 1300 Euro for long-term 

stay. 

 
How are applications evaluated? 
 
Following the closing date indicated below, applications will be submitted to both a postal and a panel review. The panel will 
include recognised local experts in the various fields of research represented by the proposals received. These experts will 
evaluate each proposal based on the following criteria: 
- Scientific and technical merit of the project 
- Methodology 
- Added value to bilateral cooperation 
- National priority 
- Capacity Building   
- Use and dissemination of results 
 
(Note that the NRF encourages that researchers develop proposals demonstrating strong elements of capacity building, 
particularly among previously disadvantaged socio-economic population groups). Following local evaluation, a shortlist of 
projects to be funded will be constituted in consultation with the Italian Republic based on the results of the evaluations done in 
both countries. Although the NRF undertakes to execute the evaluation and selection process as quickly as possible so as to notify 
applicants of the results, the nature of the bilateral process requires the alignment of the commencement of each phase of the 
process with the foreign partner, whose schedule may differ.   
 
When is the closing date for applications? 
 
All South African and Italian project proposals must be submitted by 28 February 2014. Applications received after this date will 
not be considered for funding. Proposals which have only been received in either South Africa or Italy, but not both, will not be 
evaluated or considered for funding. Kindly insist on an acknowledgement of receipt of your submission, as the NRF will not be 
held responsible for the loss / non-submission of applications. Only applications endorsed by the research office or its equivalent at 
higher education or research institutions will be accepted. No hard copies will be accepted and or processed. 
 
Where can I obtain more information? 
 
For the South African Party 
 
Programme-related queries:    Application-related queries: 
Mr. Teuns Phahlamohlaka     Ms Lee-Anne Seymour 
National Research Foundation  National Research Foundation 
Tel: +27 12 481 4385   Tel: +27 12 481 4121 
E-mail:  teuns@nrf.ac.za     E-mail: Seymour@nrf.ac.za  
 
For the Italian Party 
 
dgsp.ust2@esteri.it  
 
 

2. PRELIMINARY APPLICATION FOR SIGNIFICANT BILATERAL PROJECTS 
 
(“Progetti di Grande Rilevanza” ai sensi della l. 401/90) 

 
In the course of validity of the Executive Programme, the Italian Party may also consider granting an annual special financial 
contribution, within the limits of the available financial resources, to significant bilateral research projects (“Progetti di Grande 
Rilevanza”). Only projects selected by the Joint Committee upon renewal of the Executive Programme will be eligible for funding. 
The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ contribution is intended as a co-funding of the Project and therefore a significant funding 
participation by the coordinating Italian Institution and/or other public/private Italian or South African Entities is mandatory. 
The application procedures consist in two stages: 
 

mailto:teuns@nrf.ac.za
mailto:Seymour@nrf.ac.za
mailto:dgsp.ust2@esteri.it
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FIRST STAGE 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF PROJECTS  
 
The Italian coordinator must submit her/his proposal to the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs responsible for the implementation of 
the Executive Programme of Scientific and Technological Cooperation.  
The Italian coordinator must prepare and submit her/his proposal exclusively through the dedicated web-interface reachable here 
http://web.esteri.it/pgr/sviluppo. 
 
The project, covering up to three years (2014 - 2016), must be drafted in English.  
 

For the Italian Party, only applications endorsed by the Director, the President or the Rector (in case of Universities) 
according to the internal procedures of the Research Centre/University will be accepted. 
 
The deadline for the submission of projects is 28 February 2014. 
 
Any inquire about the present call can be sent to: Italy’s dgsp.ust2@esteri.it  
 
PROJECT EVALUATION AND SELECTION AT NATIONAL AND BILATERAL LEVEL 
 
The projects will first be evaluated at national level. In a meeting of the Joint Committee, referred to in Art. V of the Bilateral 
Agreement, consensus will be reached on those projects eligible for funding.  
 
The projects will be assessed, both at national level and by the Joint Committee, according to the following evaluation criteria: 
- Scientific relevance of the research project 
- Methodology and documentation 
- Qualification of the applicants 
- Added value to the bilateral cooperation                                         
- Added value for Italy and South African terms of social and economic development 
- Use and dissemination of results 
 
Preference will be given to projects that involve industrial counterparts, benefit from third parties’ funding (such as public or private 
research institutes and organizations) and/or take part in multilateral and/or European research programmes, with particular regard 
to the Horizon 2020 Programme of the European Union. 
 
PUBLICATION OF RESULTS 
 
The list of the selected projects and funding procedures will be posted exclusively on the website of the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs at the address: 
http://www.esteri.it/MAE/IT/Politica_Estera/CooperScientificaTecnologica/ProgrammiEsecutivi 
 
SECOND STAGE 
 
FINANCING OF PROJECTS 
 
The significant joint research projects selected and listed in the Executive Programme will constitute a shortlist of projects entitled 
to apply for funding in accordance with the specific call for proposals issued by the Unit for Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation of the Directorate General for Country Promotion (Economy, Culture and Science) of the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and published on the web every year.  
Details on such projects (in compliance with Law 401/90) are available on the website of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
under the following link: 
 
http://www.esteri.it/MAE/IT/Politica_Estera/CooperScientificaTecnologica/ProgrammiEsecutivi/ProgettiGrandeRilevanza/  
 
Each researcher may submit one project only; the application of a proposal as significant bilateral project excludes the possibility 
for the project coordinator to apply for funding for the exchange of researchers according to the point 1 of the present call for 
proposals. 

http://web.esteri.it/pgr/sviluppo
mailto:dgsp.ust2@esteri.it
http://www.esteri.it/MAE/IT/Politica_Estera/CooperScientificaTecnologica/ProgrammiEsecutivi
http://www.esteri.it/MAE/IT/Politica_Estera/CooperScientificaTecnologica/ProgrammiEsecutivi/ProgettiGrandeRilevanza/

