
This is the state of art… and open questions? 



These was the basic motivation for the establishment of the  
COSPAR Working Group “Future of Space Astronomy” on 

April 2010 

•  Having assessed the scientific needs and the current plans 
of the main space agencies worldwide, the Working Group 
has now almost finished its work. 

•  The basic outcome is going to be published as “Invited 
Revew Paper” on ASR…you have the Executive Summary 

•  The WG has identified some major concerns about the lack 
of a secured future for Space Astronomy  
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Basic working Group considerations 

  Astronomers need access to the complete 
electromagnetic spectrum which requires ambitious and 
powerful observatories as multi-national ground based 
projects as well as large space missions based on 
international cooperation and coordination.    

  If international cooperation will not be implemented, new 
missions may not be as powerful as they could and may 
result in unnecessary duplication or not occur at all. 

  The WG believes that the scientific community at large 
must find ways to provide the necessary encouragement 
and support to space agencies, and help create the 
conditions in which international cooperation can bring 
about a better scientific outcome for all. 





     a golden age for space astronomy..SPECTACULAR RESULTS FROM 
SPACE OBSERVATORIES 


